Extraction with methyl tert-butyl ether overcomes erratic elution patterns of 6-keto-prostaglandin F1 alpha on high pressure liquid chromatography.
Solvent extraction of 6-keto-PGF1 alpha from aqueous solutions with ethyl acetate was found to result in variable and irreproducible elution patterns, when the extracts were subjected to high pressure liquid chromatography. These problems could not be resolved satisfactorily by using ethyl acetate from different suppliers, nor by changing acids or pH for acidification. After a number of unsuccessful attempts to resolve this problem, we found that variable and irreproducible elution patterns could be avoided by using methyl t-butyl ether as extraction solvent.